
University of Bristol. His first book, From Judaism to Calvinism:
The Life and Works of Immanuel Tremellius (c.1510-1580) was 
published in 2007. He is currently writing a full-length study of the
Jews and the Reformation. His other research interests include the
history of scholarship, and friendship and correspondence networks
in the Renaissance and the Reformation.

Tickets £3 DAVAR members and concessions • £5 non-members
Redland Green Bowling Club • Redland Green Road • Redland •
Bristol BS6 7HE

A GENTLE INTRODUCTION TO SPINOZA: His Life and Times 
Tuesday 6th December 7.30pm • Rabbi Mark Daniels • Bristol 

Baruch Spinoza (1632 – 1677) was a Dutch philosopher of Sephardi/
Portuguese origin who laid the groundwork for the 18th-century
Enlightenment and modern biblical criticism, including modern con-
ceptions of the self and the universe.  Spinoza's mag-
num opus, the posthumous Ethics, in which he
opposed Descartes' mind–body dualism, has earned
him recognition as one of Western philosophy's most
important thinkers. In this talk, Rabbi Mark Daniels will
look at his “excommunication” from the Dutch Jewish
community and discuss why he was so important in the
history of Western thought.

Mark Daniels is currently Rabbi of Bristol Park Row Synagogue and
course director of Judith Lady Montefiore College in London. He read
philosophy at Warwick University and was Chairman of the Society
for Jewish Study in London from 1999 to 2009.

Tickets £3 DAVAR members and concessions • £5 non-members
Redland Green Bowling Club • Redland Green Road • Redland •
Bristol BS6 7HE
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THE ROOTS AND BRANCHES OF JEWISH COMEDY 
Tuesday 20th September 7.30 pm.
Maureen Kendler •  London School of Jewish Studies

What makes a joke Jewish? The Bible has come-
dy and jokes - not much, but who’s counting?
The Talmud and early Rabbinic literature grew a
special brand of Jewish humour, as has our expe-
rience of Diaspora. Throw in some history, the
festival of Purim, struggle, persecution, poverty,
Rabbinic discourse and a fear of assimilation, and
we find a rich culture of Jewish humour which
everybody loves, we hope. And if they don’t, we
will make a joke about that too. Before anyone else does....

Maureen Kendler is a Teaching Fellow at the London School of
Jewish Studies and has degrees in English Literature and Jewish
Education. She is a dedicated Limmudnik and teaches there and
internationally on a wide variety of Jewish texts, ancient and mod-
ern. She broadcasts regularly on BBC Radio 2 “Pause For Thought”
and contributes to the Jewish Chronicle “Thought For the Week”
column.

Tickets £3 DAVAR members and concessions • £5 non-members
Redland Green Bowling Club • Redland Green Road • Redland 
Bristol BS6 7HE

A RELATIONSHIP REVISITED:The Reformation and the Jews
Tuesday 8 November 7.30 pm
Kenneth Austin • University of Bristol 

The advent of the Protestant
Reformation in the sixteenth century
sent shock waves through Europe.
The emerging Christian confessions
had to return to fundamental ques-
tions relating to their claims to
authority, their understanding of doctrine, and their 
collective identity. In all of these, their relationship with Jews – both
biblical and contemporary – was central. The Reformation undoubt-
edly witnessed a sharpening of tensions between Christians and
Jews, and some deeply unpleasant pronouncements by the former;
but it also saw a growing awareness of shared interests, and efforts
at collaboration and enhanced mutual understanding. This talk will
seek to sketch out a more nuanced picture of this relationship in a
comparative European perspective.

Kenneth Austin is Senior Lecturer in Early Modern History at the
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manage the day-to-day business
of herding bewildered prisoners
out of the trains and up to the
very doors of the gas chambers
and then removing the bodies.
With staggering audacity, Son of
Saul begins with something other
comparable movies would hardly
dare approach even at the very
end – the gas chamber itself. Here is where Saul discovers the
body of a boy, whom he believes to be his son, and sets out to
find a rabbi among the prisoners to give him a proper burial.
Röhrig’s performance is transfixing, without ever drifting into the
realm of actorly pretence. The final image of his face – trans-
formed by events that may be real or hallucinatory – is extraordi-
nary. Son of Saul reopens the debate around the Holocaust and
its cinematic thinkability, addresses the aesthetic and moral issues
connected with creating a fiction within it and probes the nature
of Wittgenstein’s axiom “whereof one cannot speak, thereof one
must remain silent”. (amended from Peter Bradshaw’s Guardian review)

PEGGY GUGGENHEIM ART ADDICT
Wed 30 November • 8.00pm
USA 2015, 95 mins, English
Director Lisa Vreeland, featuring Peggy Guggenheim

Back by popular demand.
This film was sold out last
season and as many mem-
bers did not get in, we are
giving it a second viewing.
This documentary film
about the life of the art col-
lector Peggy Guggenheim,
is constructed around rediscovered audiotapes from the late 1970s
and includes several classic film extracts (1929 to 1997).  A colourful
character who was not only ahead of her time but helped to define
it, Peggy Guggenheim was an heiress to her family fortune who
became a central figure in the modern art movement. As she moved
through the cultural upheaval of the 20th century, she collected not
only art, but artists. Her personal history included such figures as
Samuel Beckett, Max Ernst, Jackson Pollock, Alexander Calder, Marcel
Duchamp as well as countless others. While fighting through personal
tragedy, she maintained her vision to build one of the most important
collections of modern art. It is advised to book tickets in advance'.

FILMS

THE ORPHEUS CINEMA • Northumbria Dr. Henleaze BS9 4HN
Tel: 0117 962 1644 • 24hr information & booking line:
08712 303200 • www.scottcinemas.co.uk 
TICKETS: £5.25/£4.25conc. £3.50 (Students)
Films start at 8pm (no ads or trailers).
Open to DAVAR and non-DAVAR members.

MY NAZI LEGACY 
Wednesday 28 September • 8pm
UK 2015, 95 mins, PG
Director David Evans featuring 
Philippe Sands, Nilklas Frank, 
Horst von Wachter

This outstanding documentary about
history and guilt from author and
human rights lawyer Philippe Sands
concerns the two elderly sons of
prominent officials in Nazi Germany.
Sands interviews Niklas Frank and
Horst von Wächter, the sons of Hans Frank and Otto Wächter,
respectively (among their other grim distinctions) the Nazi gover-
nor of occupied Poland and Nazi governor of Galicia in Ukraine. It
becomes disturbingly clear that although Frank Jr has come to
terms with what his father did, Wächter Jr is still in denial – wrig-
gling, squirming, trying to claim that his father was not personally
guilty. Increasingly angry, Sands confronts him with documentary
proof that Otto Wächter had substantial administrative responsi-
bility for the slaughter of Ukrainian Jews, including Sands’s own
family. It is a chilling demonstration of how the poison of the past
can live in the bloodstream of the present.
(amended from Peter Bradshaw’s Guardian review)

SON OF SAUL
Wednesday 26 October • 8.00pm
Hungary, France, Israel, USA 2015, 107 mins, cert 15, subtitled
Director László Nemes, featuring Geza Rohrig, Levente Molnar,
Urs Rechn

This devastating and terrifying film by László Nemes is set in the
Auschwitz II-Birkenau death camp in 1944. Saul, played by the
48-year-old Hungarian actor Géza Röhrig, is a Jewish prisoner
who has been made part of the Sonderkommando. They must
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